THE  STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE
on all the hills; at the Harbour mouth is a battery of
twenty four-pounders; and over-right ?em a dozen
six-pounders, and several howitzers. And next look
at the size of the camp of horse and foot up here.
FIRST SPECTATOR:
Everybody, however, was fairly galled this week
when the King went out yachting, meaning to be back
for the theatre; and the time passed, and it got dark,
and the play couldn't begin, and eight or nine o'clock
came, and never a sign of him. I don't know when 'a
did land; but 'twas said by all that it was a foolhardy
pleasure to take.
FOURTH SPECTATOR:
He's a very obstinate and comical old gentleman;
and by all account 'a wouldn't make port when asked
to.1
The King was a liability in the matter of defence in
more ways than one, for he gave orders for the construc-
tion of extensive barracks at Weymouth without even
consulting either the War Office or the Commander-in-
Chief.
The enrolling of men to meet a possible invasion was
somewhat haphazard, and in spite of their patriotic
ardour it was probably just as well that they were not
called upon to meet the French veterans. In any event,
the population was only half that of France. Soon after
the war broke out again 300,000 Volunteers, including
no less' a person than Fox himself, had been enrolled, but
until June 1804 nearly half of them were without fire-
arms of any sort, and the whole body was never fully
equipped. An Act was also passed for the drawing up of
1 The DynastSj Part I, Act II, Scene IV.
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